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Kahlil Gibranâ€™s masterpiece, The Prophet, is one of the most beloved spiritual classics of our

time. It has sold millions of copies inÂ more than forty languages since it was first published in

1923.The Prophet contains powerful words of wisdom on such essential subjects as marriage,

children, friendship, work, and pleasureâ€”words that readers from around the world have found

inspirational and life-changing. A poet, artist, and mystic, Gibran was born to a poor Christian family

in Lebanon and emigrated to the United States as an adolescent, where he began studying art. The

twenty-eight poetic essays collected in The ProphetÂ are illustrated with twelve of his full-page

drawings. Perhaps no other twentieth-century writer has touched the hearts and minds of so

remarkably varied and widespread a readership.
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A prophet has waited twelve years in a coastal town for the ship that will bear him back to his

homeland, which he misses.Why he is there, why he is waiting, how he knows what he knows, and

who he is is a mystery. As he departs the townspeople gather to wish him well. A local seeress who

knows him best asks him to share his wisdom so that it will endure for generations to come.So, he

reveals his wisdom on love, birth, marriage, children, pain, talking, pleasure, death any so much

more.It is a profound work, and here is his advice on marriage so you may judge for yourself:You

were born together, and together you shall be forevermore.You shall be together when white wings



of death scatter your days.Aye, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God.But let there

be spaces in your togetherness,And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.Love one

another but make not a bond of love:Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your

souls.Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup.Give one another of your bread but eat not

from the same loaf.Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone,Even

as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music.Give your hearts, but not

into each other's keeping.For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.And stand together, yet

not too near together:For the pillars of the temple stand apart,And the oak tree and the cypress

grow not in each other's shadow.
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